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land and urge the Scioux to peace. I have kept my word and
stopped several bands of Sauteuxz and of Scioux who breathed
naught but war. I left my fort to inform our father Ononthio
of all this and to learn his intentions. That is the object of my
journey. Today I ask you by these presents that my road may
be clear. I would be very sorry to leave you without relieving
your wants by sharing our goods with you. I have reason to
fear the Renard; I know he is not far from here. He would
cause trouble to you and to us likewise were he to take into his
head to come to this village. I therefore beg you, Kikapous and
Mascoutins, not to refuse me so reasonable a request.”

Their reply was that our presents would be set apart, and that
they would give me their answer by the following day.

In fact, a great meeting was held on the morrow. Reverend
Father Guignas, myself and some Frenchmen were invited. On
a white beaver robe was placed a slave, seven or eight years old,
who was offered to us with a little dried beaver flesh.

Word of the Kikapous

“To our father Ononthio we offer this word, this little slave,
and this small quantity of beaver flesh, to beg him not to be
displeased with us if we keep the French chief, the black gown
and their companions. After the flight of the Renards, the
burning of their cabins, and the ravaging of their fields, we
were warned to withdraw to the banks of the Mississipi because
our father Omnonthio is angry with us, and because all the nations
that winter in our neighborhood will soon fall upon us. It is
therefore for the purpose of saving our children’s lives that we
stop you ; you will be our safegnard.

“You say that you fear the Renards! Well, my brothers,
what have you to fear? The Renards are far from here; you
will not see them. Even should they come to seek you, do you
think they could succeed? Look at these warriors and at these
brave young men who surround you; all promise to die with you
and their bodies will serve you as ramparts. Prepare your-

1 See Wis. Hist. Colls., xvi, p. 8.—EDb.
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